Pueb la’ Winter Update
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By God’sgrace ..
We are hanging in Here!

Remembering Special People & ‘Special’ Times!

Trust this‘Winter Update’ findsyou
looking hopefully toward Spring, and
remembering warmly the blessingsof
God. Here are some of our fond
memoriesfrom 2008: Our eldest,
Danielle, and her husband Geoff
moved into a townhouse in VA Beach
in July after Geoff graduated from
William & Mary and began working for
the GAO asa Defense Analyst.
Danielle hasbegun her Mastersin
Counseling at Old Dominion, and
continuesto work part-time; they found
a new church home at Cornerstone
Bible. They were able to vist with
Geoff'sparentsin Apriland again in
December, meet family in Mexico for
vacation in August and then have a
wonderfultime in Lancasteraround
New Years. Ourdaughter Kara remains
in Lancasterand had a somewhat
eventful summer and fall with various

Can you help Me?

Thisisa very common question that we,

asAmericans,native English speakers,
hear often. In an interesting context the
question wasposed by the manager of
one of the most famous Talavera
pottery producershere in Puebla. He
asked the question of Keith after we
had taken some more visitorsthrough
their factory tour. We found out that
over 80% of their customersare English

contraptionson herright arm. The story
goeslike this” one Saturday evening |
went into work like any otherday except
maybe forthat fact that it wasthe night |
wasplanning on quitting my job... lwent
about taking care of business, clearing
tables, and taking dirty dishesto the
dishwasher, except thistime ' when |
placed a glassin one of the racks,
somehow the glassbroke, siced my right
pointerfinger, severing a tendon that
would not only require surgery but 3
monthsof physical therapy, two different
splints, and little to no use of my right
hand.” Kara came to Mexico to vacation
with usjust a week after surgery last
August, arm fully casted. By God’sgreat
mercy she hasregained fulluse of that
finger, and needsit asa fulltime nanny
and college student! She studiesat HACC
in the pre-nursing program and isthankful
for so many good friendsfrom NewSong.

speakers, and very few of their workers
can communicate well enough to secure
a sale. A weekly classwasformed,
averaging 8 studentsa night, and lasted
for 10 weeks. At the end we had
established many new relationships
opening the door forthe Gospel and they
overwhelmed Keith with a hand made
plate to demonstrate their gratitude. May
they be overwhelmed by the love of
Christ and Hisfinished work applied to
their lives! Pray for continued opportunity.
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Hosea 14:9 ...for the ways of the LORD are right, And the righteous will walk in them, But transgressors will stumble in them.




Above: The Graduate and proud wife

A movement of God’s Spirit

Last August when the New Song
group washere to help with ESL
Camp, Dawn wasable to establish
a relationship with Miriam while she
sat and waited for herchildren to
complete class. At the end of the
week, Dawn encouraged herto
contact usanytime and invited her
to a new Bible study, in English, that
started in the Fall. She neverwas
able to make it to the study and
after October, Dawn quit asking. No
word from her at all until mid
February ‘09, a text, which Dawn
responded to, but then got no
reply. “Did | say something wrong?
Did | offend her? Idouble checked
my Sanish. Maybe she changed
her mind?” The original text was
asking if she wasstillwelcome to
meet with Dawn. The much
delayed reply to Dawn’s‘yes was
due to running out of cell phone

credit and not being able to reply
untila new card waspurchased.
Eventually Miriam came, when
Solidad normally comesbut
couldn’t make it that week. Dawn
thought that Miriam wanted to
continue with English but found out
that she really wanted to know
about God. She told Dawn how she
knew she waslost and wasso
confused asto what istrue. They
read Genessland Miriam asked,
“So who isGod?” They proceeded
thru the “Roman Road” of the
Gospel but she wasleft unsure.
Dawn encouraged herto ask God
directly Who He is, and showed her
the verse of those who seek Him
with all their heart will find Him. She
can talk to God herself. They've
tried to meet snce then but Miriam
often hasto help at herchildren’s
school. A seed hasbeen sown.

Please PRAY!

Hey, You guyswanna hang out?

You may have discovered, aswe have, that
wherever God hasyou geographically in your life, He
providesyou with just the right network of people and
special friendsclose by to lean on ‘when we aren’t
strong’. We have found those friendshere in Puebla
to be the Harer Family. Ken and Keith are consistent
prayerpartnersaswell asDiana and Dawn. Their
oldest son Danieland Tyler are ‘twin sons of different
mothers and a great encouragement to each other.
A very spacious, private, and inexpensve getaway
retreat spot hasbeen made available, and we have
utilized on severalweekendsalready. It'sa great
place forthe kidsto play and for all of usto ‘let our
hairdown’ and escape fora few daysfrom the
culturaland language stressesand pressures. At
under $15 pernight, per family, it'saffordable and
being only 45 minutesaway by car makesit very
convenient. The photo at right showsthe majority of
usready to enjoy a breakfast of eggs, fresh fruit,
bagels, juice and coffee around 10 or 11 am (yes,
that'sway to early for Daniel and Tyler). The evenings
usually include a bonfire and great conversation,
before heading into the house forgamesthat incite
great laughter. The daysare mostly ‘lazy’ but upon
reflection, turn out to be quite productive, aswe
often return to life/work in Losheroes, refreshed,
reenergized and ready forwhat God hasin store for
usnext.

“Did anybody call the boys? Are they wanting breakfast today?
Guessthey get whateverisleft over, they sire do enjoy theirdeep
on Saturdays’”

Thanksagain for joining us, and partnering with uson thisjourney,
aswe live, learn, and grow in Hisgrace, here in Mexico.

May you know His grace, truth, and love again today,

Psalm 25:4 Make me know Your ways, O LORD; Teach me Your paths




